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Laurens County Council

Regular Meeting

Meeting Minutes DRAFT

July 12, 2016
The Laurens County Council held their regularly scheduled meeting at 5:30 pm at the County Council Chambers in the Historic Courthouse.  Chairman Joe Wood presided with Councilman Keith Tollison, Stewart Jones, Garrett McDaniel and Ted Nash in attendance. Councilman David Pitts (work related absence) and Councilwoman Diane Anderson (prior commitment) were absent. 
Items 1-3, Call to Order;  Chairman Wood called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. and invited all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer. Councilman McDaniel provided the invocation. 
Item 4 Agenda Approval; Chairman Wood thanked everyone for the support he received on his Mother’s passing.  He explained that item 8b would be in title only.  Vice Chairman Tollison asked that a report from the County Council Committee on Health, Welfare, and Public Safety regarding proposed nominations to the Laurens Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees be added to the agenda.

Vice Chairman Tollison made a motion to approve the agenda as amended with Councilman McDaniel providing the second and the motion passed 5-0.

Item 5 Approval of Minutes; Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the June 28, 2016 regular meeting minutes with Councilman Jones providing a second and the motion passed 5-0. 

Item 6 Reports to Council;
County Attorney Sandy Cruickshanks  reported that he will  be conducting a Freedom of Information training session on Thursday, July 21, 2016 from 2:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. in the Conference Room of the Laurens County Administrative Building. 

County Administrator Jon Caime thanked the public works and emergency response employees for their service during the recent storms.  

CA Caime explained that they are continuing to focus on the core functions of Human Resources (HR), Finance, Legal and County Council (General Services Division) to continue working on the foundation of our organization.  We are also reaching out beyond the core functions continuing to work on developing initiatives and programs including more regional initiatives for the betterment of Laurens County”.
He reported that he had: Attended ground breaking for Clinton’s new I-26 Exit 54 Commerce Park. Attended Lake Greenwood Master Plan Steering Committee, which is a joint initiative with Laurens, Greenwood Counties about enhancing the asset of Lake Greenwood. Met with Gray Court City as part of the process of Countywide planning efforts to enhance recreation, promote development, and economic prosperity. Met with Upper Savannah Council of Governments to learn about the resources of the USCOG.  We will build on those programs to enhance our growth in Laurens County.
He also reported that the preliminary May unemployment rate is 5.0 percent which is the lowest May unemployment rate since May, 2000. 
CA Caime explained that Recreation Director Andy Howard has started the process of developing a Countywide Long Range Recreation plan to highlight the outstanding recreational assets in Laurens County.  The goal is a Countywide program to include all the cities and towns for a coordinated Countywide effort (for example the Swamp Rabbit Trail).  Recreational assets are important to promote out existing quality of life available to our citizens so they can enjoy these assets.  Promoting tourism and recreational use from non-Laurens County residents brings in economic prosperity as these people come to Laurens County to spend money.  Great recreational assets are important for furthering our goal to promote more people to make Laurens County their home.
CA Caime reported that they have begun the initial process of addressing our Risk Management Program by meeting with the South Carolina Association of Counties (SCAC) representatives.  Laurens County has the worst experience mod in the SCAC program.  We could cut up to four hundred thousand dollars ($400,000) from our annual cost for insurance, not including the related costs of lost productivity and etc.

Joey Avery E911 Director and Rob Russian Public Works Director
 reported on the recent storms and thanked their employees and the other employees who responded during the storm. 

Item 7a: County Attorney Sandy Cruickshanks – findings report on ordinance readings – Attorney Cruickshanks reported that with regard to the proposed Junkyard Ordinance #814, that Council could proceed from the second reading on to the Public Hearing and Third Reading of the Ordinance. 
Item 7b: County Attorney Sandy Cruickshanks – findings report on ordinance readings - Attorney Cruickshanks reported that he has reviewed the proposed Workforce agreement with the Upper Savannah Council of Governments and that he sees no legal issues with execution of the document as presented.

Vice Chairman Tollison made a motion to approve the Agreement,  with Councilman McDaniel seconding;  vote 5-0.

Item 8a: Landfill Groundwater DHEC Requirements, Public Works Director Rob Russian explained that DHEC is requiring the County to install and test additional groundwater wells at the old landfill which may cost up to an additional $15,900.  Commissioner Stewart Jones made a motion to fund this item from the contingency fund, Vice Chairman Tollison provided a second to the motion and the motion passed 5-0.
Item 8b: First Reading, Ordinance #822, Laurens County Fire Service Budget, FY17  Fire Chief Greg Lindley gave a detailed presentation of the proposed budget.  Councilman McDaniel made a motion to approve Ordinance #822 in title only.  Vice Chairman Tollison provided a second to the motion and the motion 

passed 5-0. 

Item 8c: Added Agenda Item – County Council Committee Nomination Report – Council Vice Chairman Tollison noted that the Council Committee and the Hospital Nominating Committee met at 4:30 P.M. this afternoon to discuss two (2) appointees to replace the two (2) present Members that will be rotating off of the Hospital Board. 

Council Voted 5-0 to approve the nominations. 
Replacing Alton Davis as of September 30, 2016 will be James Latimore

Replacing Erskine Jacks as of September 30, 2016 will be Chip Cooper

Both serving a four (4) year term with option of being re-appointed

Item 9 Public Comment 
Morgan Rowden spoke to Council about wood pellet facilities. 
Item 10 County Council Comments
Vice Chairman Tollison stated his appreciation for the EMS, Joey Avery and 911, Laurens City PD, and 3 bystanders for assisting him during his accident.
Councilman Jones thanked the Public Works, 911, First Responders for their service during the storm.  He also stated his prayer for our Nation to unify in response to the recent shooting incidents.

Councilman Nash thanked the Public Works, 911, First Responders for their service during the storm. 

Councilman McDaniel thanked the Public Works, EMS, and Law Enforcement for their service during the storm.  

Chairman Woods thanked everyone for their work on the budget.  He clarified an article written in the Clinton Chronical that the employee raises were not from a 4 mil tax increase but that a 1.5 mil tax was applied to purchase 911 capital.  He also challenged that if someone has evidence of corruption as reported on News Channel 7, they should report that to the proper authorities.
Item 11 Executive Session- Employment Matter
Councilman Nash made the motion to enter into Executive Session, Councilman McDaniel second the motion and the motion passed 5-0.
By consensus Council reconvened into open session.

Councilman McDaniel made a motion to accept the County Attorney’s recommendation on an employment matter, Vice Chairman Tollison provided a second and the motion passed 5-0
ADJOURNMENT – With no further action required by Council, Chairman Wood adjourned the 

Meeting.
__________________________________________
Jon Caime

Laurens County Administrator
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